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Chevening Parish Council – Chairman’s Report April 2021

I would like to start by saying what an honour it is to have been elected to Chair of the Parish Council in November and how much we look forward to getting together for a physical Annual Meeting when we can, hopefully by autumn-time.  In the meantime, we would welcome anyone wanting to participate in our Parish Council meetings which we continue to hold monthly via Zoom.

In November Andy Clark sadly left the Parish Council to concentrate on his many other activities supporting the Community. The Parish Council thanks Andy for all his tireless work, especially during the pandemic and all the problems that occurred in Chipstead in the fine weather.  We warmly welcome Jason Jarrett to the Council who I know will be an excellent addition

The Parish Council have asked me to pass on our thanks to a number of people who have contributed and continue to contribute to parish life  
· Dick & Hilary Dorward who for over 6 years ran the Parish Speedwatch group. They selflessly gave up their time in all weathers to make Chipstead a safer place. 
· Elliot Fox who has played for us at both Remembrance and Light Up a Life for many years but was last year replaced by piped music due to Covid
· At Christmas, the Houghtons, who are new to the village having moved to Hedgehogs in the summer, kindly continued to provide their electricity for the tree, as the Pays had done for many years, Andy Boakes who wires and tests the electrics every year, and Kevin Tudor who continues to make the beautiful wooden discs for the tree to remember loved ones who are no longer with us
· Peter Woodruff who does absolutely sterling work as Flood Warden and Mick Ryan who as Secretary of the Flood Defence Committee makes sure those responsible for sorting out the issues are regularly monitored and keeps the Parish Council updated. Peter Willliams has been hugely valuable over the years with his knowledge of water courses and flooding and we wish him well in his new home in Devon.
· Charlotte Divall who helped hugely with the volunteering effort and anti social behaviour during the first lockdown and is now looking to introduce neighbourhood watch in Chevening, Chipstead and Bessels Green where it is currently not covered
· Graham Birch, our footpath warden, who walks the footpaths of the parish – and the Parish has around 30km of footpaths so it’s a pretty impressive feat

And finally a warm welcome to Hannah Adams and her family, Hannah is the new Rector at St Botolphs

Covid situation
Following our maildrop to you all last year at the start of the first lockdown, we had 59 households contacting us to register as requiring help and a fantastic 99 volunteers who were on hand to help out. In addition, I know there were lots of “local” initiatives around the Parish, Facebook pages and WhatsApp groups sharing information and support.  Well done and thank you to everyone involved.

ASBO in Chipstead village
No one wants to see the scenes repeated this year that we saw through the summer of 2020. During the summer the parish Council, Sailing Club and Tri swim club had to resort to employing security guards in Sailing Club Road to try and prevent trespassing and risk of life from swimming in the lake.  Since that time the Anglers, Sailing Club and Parish Council have all been working hard to protect our respective areas of land.  The Parish Council has installed CCTV at Chipstead pavilion. And we are looking at “remote” CCTV for Sailing Club Rd to prevent fly tipping and potentially to move to “hot spots” as they arise 


LED Streetlights
All the Parish streetlights have been replaced with LED’s which will give energy savings and less maintenance and failures.  This also involved replacing a number of columns, some were damaged by vehicle hits and a number, in Chipstead High Street, had to be replaced as they no longer comply with UKPN standards.  We also had all our lampposts painted last year – one to make them look better, but also to protect them from corrosion and the weather

Green Initiatives
The Parish Council has looked further into the obtaining a grant to proceed with a feasibility study for the Hydro Electric project championed by Andy Clark. We applied last August for a grant but as we only had one company quote we were not awarded the funding. The feasibility study itself is likely to cost around £30k with the installation costs quoted at around £100k.  Our recent investigations are coming back with an annual return of around £2.5k a year which renders the proposal uncommercial.

This has prompted us to look at other ways we could introduce green initiatives for the Parish.  We are currently looking at installing solar panels on the Pavilion roof and a water fountain to allow plastic water bottles to be refilled and therefore re-used. The payback on solar panels is around 8 years which is a much more realistic timescale for payback.

Bus shelter
We didn’t put a bus shelter on Chipstead cross roads as we had planned to do – and with the changes to the way Go-Coach now operate that is a good thing as it would not get any regular use. As time goes on we will review whether it is a good idea, but from what we are told by GoCoach at the moment, they plan to continue with their current model of a more “door to door” style service

Chevening Parkland 
You will have seen the Council’s robust challenge to the Chevening Parkland Development. We want to keep on good terms with the Estate, but the thought and views of parishioners are paramount.  We have continue to try and raise the profile of the development and have challenged the responses from “experts” where their opinions have differed to those of our consultants.  

General Planning Applications
The Parish Council continue to be consulted on planning applications and continue to comment to represent Parishioners views. It is important to recognise how constrained both the Parish Council and the District Council are in terms of applications. The Government view is that granting an application is, effectively, the default and there have to be extremely strong planning reasons not to grant applications.  Indeed the Government has recently allowed much more building (especially “up” i.e. an additional storey) without requiring planning permission at all. Ironically one of the worst impacts of development, the chaos created by the various tradespeople whilst building is going on, is not something that planners are able to take into account when considering an application and continues to be a huge frustration across the Parish 

Parish Meeting
What we all missed last year and are hopeful to hold in the Autumn, is a Parish Meeting in the Parish Hall. We will do another mail drop to you all if we are in a position to hold the meeting, and hopefully we can plan an event to allow the Parish to come together and celebrate coming through the pandemic and to raise a glass to those we have lost.

with kind regards to you all. 

Nigel Williams, 
Chairman. 
Chevening Parish Council


Visit our Website www.cheveningparishcouncil.gov.uk and our Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/Chevening-Parish-Council-333124350228065
Get in touch and get involved
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